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previous year in a position to inform him in writing concerning the abovementioned opinion of the duration of its treaty obligations, and that in this statement it met with the approval and complete satisfaction of His Majesty King Charles.
By the direction and in the name of the Imperial and Royal Government I have the honor to make known most respectfully to Your Excellency that it sees in the above declaration of Your Excellency the written adhesion on its part foreshadowed already in November, 1896, by the Imperial German Government, to the Treaty prolongation stipulated between Austria-Hungary and Rumania in September of that year.
I am further charged to bring to Your Excellency's gracious attention that the Imperial and Royal Government takes note of the communication of the Imperial German Government just referred to, and intends forthwith to impart it to the Royal Italian Government, so that vthe latter may be in a position to become acquainted on its part with the German interpretation, and to adhere to it through a similar declaration.
I avail myself 'at the same time of this occasion to renew to Your Excellency the assurance of my distinguished consideration.
von Szogyeny, m. p.
Accession of Italy to the Protocol.   Rome, June 5, i8pp.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Rome, June 5, 1899. Mr. Ambassador,
By order of your Government, Your Excellency has done me the honor to inform me of an exchange of Notes which took place, on May 7 and 15 last, between the Secretary of State of the German Empire for Foreign Affairs and the Ambassador of Austria-Hungary at Berlin on the subject of the secret Treaty between Austria-Hungary and Rumania. It is evident from these documents that the German Government regards itself, in virtue of Article 5 of this Treaty, and in conformity with the generally